Serions Addreſs 


To thoſe 
Who unneceſſarily frequent 
THE 


TAVERN, 


AND 
Often ſpend the Evening 
: IN 


Publick Houſes. 


— 


By ſeveral MIN IST EVS. 


N ' To which is added, | 
A private Letter on the Sub; ject, by the 
late Rev. Dr. Increaſe ks 
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T is matter of ſorrowful Obſervation, 
That New-England's primitive Ways 
are not now ſeen among us in their 
former Glory and Beauty ; but we 
have too ſadly /eft our firſt Love: 
and Cuſtoms, of ill fame, very in- 
conſiſtent with that Profeſſion we make of 
the pureſt Reformation, are viſibly ſpreading 
in the midſt of us. EN 


| IN particular, it is for a Lamentation, 

that many Perſons do unneceſſarily fre quent 
Taverns and Publick Houſes ; even to aScan- 
dal, and to the manifeſt Prejudice and Hin- 
drance of all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 
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1 The PREFACE W 


Wx do therefore hold our {elves oblig'd, 
in faithfulneſs to our great Lord & Matter, 
the Credit of the Goſpel, and the Welfare 
of precious Souls, to joyn in the following 


Serious Adireſs to our Neighbours. Which, 


ſome of us having had the Compoſing, and 
others the Peruſal of, we all concur to the | 
Scope & Subſtance; as apprehending it to be | 


a ſeaſonable and needfal Teſtimony : And do 


earneſtly (in the Meekneſs of CHRIST, 


and yet with his Authority) exhort all into 


whoſe hands it may come, The particularly | 
who are under our more immediate Inſpection 


and Charge, ( for whoſe Souls we would watch 


as they that muſt give Account ; that wel 
may do it with Joy, and not with Grief; | 
for that is unprofitable for them ) to take 


what is here offer d, into their moſt ſerious 


Conſideration, and to ſabmit their Conſci | 
ences unto the Mind and Will of GOD, as 


it is herein preſented to them. 


T ne Addreſs is made in this moſt publick | 
manner; Partly becauſe if there be any ſo 
ſecret in their practice of the Evil witneſs'd 
againſt, as to eſcape our Notice and perſonal Þ 
Applications, we hope this Admonition by 


the way of the Preſs, may find them out: 
Partly alſo that thoſe upon whom a tranſient 
oral Diſcourſe is apt to make but little Im- 
prelſion, may by having a printed one in their 

| hands, 
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The PREFACE iii 


5d, hands, have opportunity more deliberately to 
er, ¶ weigh our Advice: And partly that we might 
ire in this way reach thoſe whom we can't ſpeak 
ng i to from: the Pu/pit,, | 


nd Txr 1s Admonition, is primarily intended 
he | for Chriſtian Profeſſors, of whom we wou'd 
be | hope that ſome are among the Faithful in 
do CHRIST; who will be diſpoſed to ſay with 
T, the Royal Pſalmiſt, Let the Righteous ſnitg 
ito me, it ſhall be @ Kindneſs And as 
ly | Brethren, we wou'd reftore ſuch in the ſpirit 
on | of meekneſs, conſidering our ſelves as Men 
ch | ſubject to like paſſions. with others. Yet it 
we | muſt be obſerv'd, that in the courſe of this 
f; 3 Addreſs, here and there are mingled ſome oc- 
ke cafional Hints, more eſpecially pointed at the 
us groſly Scandalous, who deſerve to be ſharply 
Cl- Ef rebuked, and often have been. 


We wou'd not be underſtood to involve 
all that are faulty, in one common Charge 
ck of Guilt, without diſtinction: or to impute 
ſo every ill property and effect of the Tavern 
d meetings, in the ſame degree, to every one. 
N Nor is it defign'd to caſt Reproach on any pars” 
£ ticular Perſons ; but We ſincerely aim. (by 
the Grace of GOD) at the Reforming of ſuch 
as ate fallen into ſo unhappy a Practice, and 
the Warning of others who are like to be in- 


ſnared. 
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ir The PREFACE 


Wx beſeech all concern'd, ſolemnly to 
examine themſelves, to ponder the ves: of i 
their feet, and prove their own ways; and 
make particular application of the Reproofs 
and Warnings here given, as an inform'd | 
"% Conſcience ſhall direct: Awfully remembring | 
this matter will quickly be judg'd according 

to the Goſpel, at the enlighten'd Tribanal of | 
CHRIST, Whoſe We are, and whom we ſerve. | 
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S . To thoſe who needleſſy frequent 
Taverns & Publick Houſes. 


B RET HR E N, 


N 
1 


| A] T is an apprehenſion of Duty, with 
| E (> a Love to your Souls, which en- 
DEER gages us in the preſent Teſtimony 
. againſt an evil Practice growing 
among us,—The needleſs reſorting 
to Taverns, and {pending much 
N precious Time (particularly the 
Evening) in Pxblick Houſes: A 
|} Practice, which wecaa't but think 
| is of dangerous Tendency, of a. 
criminal Aſpect, and of too bad Report for Profeſſors of 
Religion to indulge themſelves in; and therefore we 
cannot but in faithtulneſs warn you againſt it, Brethren, 
we. are jealous over you with a godly Jealouſy ; and are 
afraid left by any means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve 
by his Subtilty, ſo your minds ſhould be cgrrupted from 
the Simplicity that is in CHRIST; as the Apoſtle 
ſpake to his Friends at Corinth, not in the Language of 
Prejudice & Dilaffetion, but of his abundant Love and 
2. good Will to them. We fear what Milchiefs & Ruins 
uch a Practice may bring on many, whoſe beſt Intereſts 
we are very much concern'd for; if there be not a ſea- 
{onable ſtop put unto it. | 
Therefore we beſeech you, Friends, ſuffer the Exhor- 
tatioa, which we now bring you, in the name & fear 
of GOD, with no other Aim but at his Glory, and 
: a | | your 
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2 Sͤtaſonable Advice | 


y our everlaſting Good. O that our Counſel may be 
acceptable tw you! We wou'd ſpeak the words of % 
Truth & Soberneſs. GOD-by his Bleſſing make them 
words of Power; and make us wiſe Reprovers upon f 
obedient Ears! 8 | 2 ; 
Come then & let us reaſon together. Heat now and IF; 

_ conſider, while we plead with you. It is an important 
Cale we are upon, and we intreat you to allow it an 
impartial & ferious Trial. Will you give us leave to 
expoſtulate the matter with a juſt freedom, and with 
all plaiuneſs of Speech, under the following particulars. 


ans Loa amb 


Firſt, Are you not chargeable with a very faulty M 
ence of TIME, while you go ſo often, and tarry lo i 

| 658 at the Tavern, or other publick Houſes ! == 
Do you not very often ſpend your long Hours there, 
Withoutdiſpatching any Buſineſs at all; without doing i 
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1 or getting any real Good, whether as to Eſtate, Body, 
Ws or Soul; without ſerving any of the valuable Ends of MF 
. the Rational Life, much leſs of the Chriſtian! Hence, Is 
5 It not a ſort of more folemn Idleneſs you are guilty of! 
. i And then, Is it not an Aggravation, that you ſpend fo 
x many Hours in your Tavern-Interviews! The Frequency 


1 and Length adds not a little to the Guilt & Miſchief 
of them, by a dreadful Conſumption of precious Time 1 N 
which is a Talent we muſt all Account for, and being 
but of ſhort Continuance, we hadn't need be prodigal 
of it. Brethren, the Time is ſhort, and much of it runs 
off in Sleep, and in neceſſary Refreſhments, and unavoi- 
dable Avocations from Buſineſs. Inſtead therefore of 8 

*contriving Methods to paſs away the Time which re- 
mains, you had need ſtudy all poſſible ways to redeem 
it, by doing with Might what your hands find to do *. 
O then do not laviſh away any more of your ſwift and 
uncertain and irretrievable Hours in Amuſement & Im- 
Pertinence. Carefully gather up the fragments of Time, 
that nothing be loſt. Talk not of ſpare-Hours, — that 
you can afford the Time, or that you take only the Even- 

ning to refreſh your ſelves after the Labours of a weary | 
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concerning the TAVERN. 3, 


© Day, Se. Behold ye truſt. in words that cannot 
T profit, They of old imagined a vain thing, who ſaid J. 
Ve are delivered to do thele things. Think not to pals 
Fſuch Accounts with-your-Tighteous Judge in the great 
Day. Is it nothing to ſquander away whole Evenings, 
& almoſt every Day, in mere Sloth & Diverſion! Will nor. 
the Reckoning ſwell high at the Year's end I If all your 
loſt Hours were put together, how great a Sum woult 
they amount to ! Surely too great to obtain the Divine 
Allowance. And do you conſider (Sirs) that you 
have much weighty Buſineſs (beſides your ſecular Affairs) 
Flying upon your hands, which beſpeaks the moſt dili- 
gent, the moſt vigorous Application of all your Pow- 
Yo ers; being eno* of it ſelf (had you no other Concern.) 
to fill up the narrow ſpace of this ſhort Life! Can't you 
ere, ¶ think of many things you have to do, which you wou'd 
ing not have Death come & find undone? And don't thoſe 
things therefore loudly call for the precious Hours that 
of you let flide away as a Tale that js told ?— O Friends, 
e, Is conſider the noble & ſuperior Ends of human Life. Con- 
of! ſider how ſwiftly your important Minutes fly away, and 
| 10W none of them can bo recovered: One ſingle Moment, 
ency i when paſt, can't be recal'd ; cannot be purchas'd. What . 
hief ball a Man give in Exchange? It cannot be gotten for 
me 5 Gold, neither ſhall Silver be weighed for the price 
ing thereof. Verily the Price of it is above Rubies. ——So 
1gal i damned Ghoſts think ; who doubtleſs wou'd give all the 
runs World (were it theirs ) for thoſe probational Opportu— 
voi-W nitiegs, which we are now in the happy Poſſeſlion of, bur 
e of (alas!) do too fooliſhly idle away.— O let us learn to 
re- value our Day of Grace, hitherto prolonged, more than 
we have done : and let the very Tho't of Paſs-tzme be 
„as abhor'd, as it is abſurd, and let it not be once named 
among us, as becometh Saints. Let us Icok on ourſeives 
Im-W as Pilgrims & Strangers upon Earth, and paſs the time 
ime, of our ſojourning here in Fear; looking for & haſſ ing 
that unto the coming of the Day of GOD ||, 
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＋ Seoſonabie Advice 


BUT to proceed, ü 
Secondly, The MONEY that uſually goes to ſup- 


5 port the Expences of theſe Iaterviews at the Tavern, 
1 Can there any good Account be given of it? | 
Y Remember, Sirs, You are but Stewards,. and ar ac- 

A 


; countable for all the Bounties of Divine Providence 

4 to you; and the Time is haſtningon, when it will be ſaid , 

| [ #© each of yov, Give an Account of thy Stewardſhip ; ® 
| for thou ſhalt be no longer Steward *. And how dread- 
| ful will it be then to be found to have waſted your Lord's 
Goods! —— Think not to (ay within your ſelves, We 
= Have Money enough and to ſpare; can allow our ſelves 
| theſe Pocket-Expences, without any Injury to our Eſtates 
or Families —. Be it (o: Yet conſider, ſince you are but 
Stewards, it behoves you to ſee to it that you don't per- 
vert your Eſtates, the Gains of your Callings, or any part 
of them, to wrong Uſes; as you will an(wer it another 
Day. Surely you are groſly deceiv'd, if you imagine you 
have ſuch Superfluities to employ upon unnecellary and 
idle Diverſions. Make a Computation (we pray you) 
of your Tavern-Expences, at the moſt moderate & low- 

eſt Rate; aud we are perſuaded it will, by the Year's 
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Jeft for the Poor & the Stranger, for the Fatherleſs and 
the Widow 4. Have you Bread to the full? It's pity 
any thing ſhou'd be thrown away, when there's many a 
poor hungry Lazarus, that would willingly accept the 
-Crumbs which fall from your Tables. Does your Cup 
run over? *Tis pity it ſhou'd run waſte, when there are 
ſo many thirſty Souls wou'd, be glad of the Overplus»—, 
But then beſides this of Charity, there are ot her pious 
Uſes, to which the Filings of your Gold might be con- 
ſecrated ; and become Sacrifice; [| which GOD is well- 
plealed with, and be found unto Praiſe & Honour and 
Glory, when the Books of GOD come to be open'd, and | 
you be judged from the things found wiitten there. | 


— — 1 


| 1 End, riſe to no inconſiderable Sum: and then think with 
| | your ſelvgs whether it might nat be apply'd to purpo- 
4 ſes more excellent & deſirable ! Remember, the Poor you 
fl have always with you +, and theſe Gleanings ſhould be 
6 
. 


3 
. 
= 
4 
835 
= 
* 
| * 
* 
= 
i = 
* 
0 
* — 
WM 


«i 
© 
17 
| 1 
I} 
9 
3} 
- 
1 
: 
: 
* 
1 Wu 


— — — ä—ͤ—U—ã— - — 


* Luke 15.2. 7 Mat. 2 5. 11. J Deut.24.21. || Heb.13.16. 


l 2 1 — R P % P * — 
11 _—- 3 9 ＋ 2 Y < ——- 
- * » — W. — * ” £ + —_— 5 * »- MF, - — 1 — = 


concerning the TAVERN. 5 


After all, It may be many of you that ſpend too much 
at theſe Interviews, have but little to ſpare, without 
actually injuring your Families, or defrauding the Poor, 
or robbing GOD's Altar. Now therefore there is utter- 
ly a Fault among y9u . We write not theſe things to 


ſhame you ( unlels it be to ſhame you out of your evil 
. Cuſtom ) but as Brethren we warn you *. And above all 
wie warn you againſt throwing away your» Money and 


Time in ſinful Gaming. 


Thirdly, Is there not often a faulty Faſte of WORDS, 
and much vain Converſation, at theſe Tavern- Interviews? 

Judge within your ſelves. Did you ſet ſuch a Watch 
before your Mouths, and keep the Door of your Lips, 
as you ought; wou'd they not be employed in moreſpro- 
fitable & reputable Diſcourſe, than is commonly heard 
at the Tavern? Is the Talk there ſuch, that if our glo- 
rious LO X D, who verily ſtands at the Door 1, and 
hearkens and hears, ſhould appear to you, as he didonce 
to two of his Diſciples, while they were Communing 
together, and audibly demand, ) What manner of Com- 
munications are theſe that ye have one with anot ber, as ye 


| ſit & are-merry ?—Or if one ſhould with his Pen unob- 


ſerv'd minute down what paſſes among you, and then 
repeat all to you; Are your Conferences upon ſuch valu- 


able Subjects, and under that wiſe Management, that upon 


a ſerious Reflect ion, you would not find Cauſe to ſay 

with Esra O my God, 1bluſh and am aſhamed — ! 
Have you fuch Diſcourſe ordinarily among you, as 

hath a Tendency, in any meaſure, to improve you in 


. Vital Piety, or in ſolid uſeful Knowledge? Is any of 


your Time taken up in forming Projections to advance 


7 the Kingdom of CHRIST, and to ſerve your Genera- 


tion according to the Will of GOD? Or rather, are 
not the Company often fo diſpoſed, that ſuch Kind of 
Diſcourſe is baniſh'd out of the Converſation, as a'dife 


agreable mixture, and a ſort of Profanity ! | 


Alas! What are the Diſcoutfes that {wallow up your 


Ja vern. Hours! How ſeldom after a long Evenings Talk, 
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nt can you upon Recollect ion find many Words paffed, 
bf that you comeaway the wiſer or the better for? Cau't you 
Sonden your ſelves many times for taking too great a 
Liveriy of Speech, and not converfing together as be- 
j e-neth Saints] While ſome have affected to appear 
mn g & facetious, have they not many times bewray'd 
| much Vanity & indecent Lightneſs! When ſometimes 
vain Per fons ha ve dropt into the Company, Tatlers, Buſy- 
bod ies, who bridle not their Tongues, but open wide 
their Mouths, of deceitful Matters, ſpeaking things 
which they ought not, againft their Neighbours ; or 
when Men of corrupt Principles, unruly and vain Tal- 
ers, that ſpeak Evil of the way of Truth, and are ready 
to turn all Religion into Banter; or Men of unclean i 
Lips, addicted to Filthineſs, and fooliſh Talking and 
Jeſting which is not convenient; when ſuch (we ſay) 
have fallen into your Company, have you not too oft 
| given an approving Laugh or Smile upon their evil“ 
15 Chat, and many times been inſenſibly dra wu in, to bear 
| apart, and keep up the vain Converſation? | 
How apt is empty, impertinent, trifting Diſcourſe 
| to inſinuate into ſuch Meetings: and how natural, how 
s | eaſy the Tranſition from light & airy, to vicious and 
bs | evil Communication ; of an uncharitable Strain, of a 
"i factious Tendency, of an obſcene Tin ure, or a profane 
1 AſpeR, and the like? | | 
| But 7hink ye this to be right? Or conſider ye, that a 
1 Book of Remembrance is written , out of which you | 
1 muſt one Day be Judged of the Lord? Verily there is 
1 not à Word in your Tongue, but Lo! He knowet h 1t 
|  altozethey 4. O remember the Admonition of your 
Judge & Saviour; * 4 good Man out of the good Trea- | 
'n ſure of his heart, bringeth forth good Things; and an | 
1 evil Man out of his evil Treaſure, bringeth forth evil 
1 Things. But I ſay unto you, That every idle Word that 
MF Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give Account thereof in the 
Day of Judgment. For by thy words thou ſhalt be Fuſti- WM 
ted, and by thy words thou thalt be condemned. 5 
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Fourth, 
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concerning the Tavern. . 7 


= Zourthly, Do you not by this unhappy Practice put 
u your ſelves in the way of Temptation, and become ex- 
a i ; poſed to many Dangers * 


e- ö It is written || Let him that thinketh he ſtands, take 


Satan, and forfeit the Divine Protection. | 
an Now, . Brethren, judge ye, whether Taverns and ſuch 
nd like Houles are not generally Places of Temptation, much 


ar heed leſt he fall neither let us tempt Chriſt — We 
'd WE ſhou'd beware of Sin, and of every thing that looks 
es like it, or leads to it; ſhould guard againſt all the 
y- W Occaſions and Incentives of Sin; thou'd watch & pray 
le ME that we enter not into Temptation: and beſure then we 
gs AZ ſhou'd be cautious that we don't at any time volunta- 
Or ; ; rily or unneceſſarily put our ſelves in the way of Temp- 
k- IF rations. This is to lay our ſe]ves open to the power of 


) Temptation. We appeal to your own Conſciences end 
ft impartial Reflections & Experience. N 
vii Do you not find your ſelves there in hazard of falling 


ar into the Company of ill Perſons; and ſo of contracting a 
dangerous Acquaintance, of learning their pernicious 
ways, or at leaſt of ſuffering Sin upon them! 
| Are you not alſo in danger of making too near Ap- 
& proaches to the Sin of Intemperance, while you fit Lur- 
= rounded with Temptations to it? Don't you run the 
hazard of being drawn on, before you are aware, from 
a more tranſient Chat over the Glaſs, to a Tarrying long 
at the Wine; from taking a Sip, to ſwallowing down a 
Draught; and from one Draught to another, until at 
the laſt, it bite like a Serpent and ſting like an Adder! 
If any one ſay, I have long been of a Club, and uſed 
the Tavern for many Years,and found no ſuch ſnare in it: 
lo ſuch we reply, If ſo in fact, You bave abundant 
= Reaſon to adore & magnify the Grace of G OD, by 
which you have hitherto been witb-beld ; but then re- 
member, you may treſpaſs too far, you may preſume too 
long, and by grieving the Divine Spirit, may provoke 
Zim to leave you, and ſo you'l become an eaſy Prey 
to your ſubtil & powerful Tempter. O be not High- 
— {Pinded, but fear. And take heed * left any of you be 
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= -  - Hardned: thro' the deceirfulneſs' of Sin. Again, How 
4s Harmleſs ſoever yourDiſcourſes may have been hitherto, 
v7 yet are you not in danger of running into bad Diſcourle ? 
43 Is not the Tongue ſaid f to be an wnruly Evil? And 
3 do you not many times find it to be ſo by unhappy Ex- 
perience & Qbfervation'? Had you not need therefore 
keep up a very careful Watch over it; and fly all Pro- 
vocations to ill Language; and by conſequence not 
unneceſſarily go into thoſe Places & Companies, where 
you will be peculiarly expos'd to Temptation? 1 
Moreover, While you attend this free Converſation | 
at the Tavern, where Men uſe to put themſelves 
pretty much off their Guard, and allow themſelves a 
Latitude ; Are you not ig danger of being impos'd upon ; ” 
by deſigning Perfons, and unwarily carry'd into falſe 
Notions of Men & Things? Or of leading others into | 
them, by making wrong Repreſentations_ your ſel ves? 
In ine, Are you not in danger of contracting an incu- 
rable Habit? Cuſtom breeds Delight; 'tis a kind of 
Ky ſecond Nature: and what's natural, we are eaſily led to 
1 upon every recurring occaſion, and are apt to make other 
1 thiogs ſtoop, & give way to it. Here then is your dan- 
1 ger, very much , left by accuſtoming your ſelves to 
3 theſe Tavern- Conferences, your Mind & Heart become 
1 too cloſely engagd, ſo that you'l be al moſt irreſiſtibly 
i driven along to them,even when important Bufiners calls | 
you elſewhere, and will not be able (it may be) ever | 


| 1 to break off the delightful Haunt! A captivating Di- 
4 verſion ſurely muſt needs be very dangerous to a Chrifti- | 
4 an: And a Prudent Man foreſeeing the Evil,hideth himſelf ||. | 


Wherefore be ye not unwiſe, neither give place to the 

Devil 4. Break off before you are too far engag'd. Re- 
member that wiſe Concluſion & Reſolve of the Apoſtle's, 
All things that are lawful for me, are not expedient ; 
and I will not te brought under the power of any*. Shun 
Cl the Place where you find ſo many Snares of the Enemy 
| laid for you. Peter got his Fall by Preſumption f. 
You have to do with an Adverſary that is too vigilant 
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to loſe an Oppo:tunity, or forego any Ad vantage put 
jaoto his hands. Be not ignorant of his Devices , leſt 
be get an Advantage againſt you. Endeavour, we beſeech 
you, to prevent all thcſe Evils, which ſo compaſs you 
round, by a ſpeedy & relolute Flight from the Tavern, 


Fifthly, Have you not already felt the Il Efe&s of 
this unhappy Cuſtom, with regard toyour ſpiritual and 
BE beſt Intereſts ; aud known ogfgiets ruind by it? O 
= Chriſtians, Don't you ſeaſibly find it warring againſt your 
Souls, and hindring you from acloſe Walk with GOD? 
The miſpenſe of precious Time, vain Dilcourſe, pre- 
= ſumptuous venturing among the Occaſions of Sin, &. 
are they not ſuch Faults as grieve the holy Spirit of 
60 D/? And Oh! How many have by ſuch things 
ſinned away divine Reſtraints ; been at lalt given over 
to their own Luſts,and left off to be wiſe & to do Good] 
& Theſe things indeed have a natural Tendency to cor- 
rupt good Manners, to infpire the Mind with Vanity, 
and unfit Men for Communion with GOD. Carnal 
= Diverſions too often repeated have a pernicious Infly- 
& ence, to ſenſualiſe the Soul, to diſſolve and weaken it's 
Powers, to bring a fatal Damp on virtuous Inclinations, 
aad indiſpoſe.us to all that's ſolemn and ſerious. The 
Duties of the Cloſet are like then to be but very poorly 
8 perform'd, after an Evening miſpeat in idle Chatt, or 
W woiſe, at a Tavern. By this means you not only leave 
but little ſpace for Religious Exerciles, and ſo are temp- 
ted to croud them up in haſte for want of Time; but 
alſo take a Method to render your ſelvesaverſe to them, 
and by conſequence very perfunctory in them, to the 
= diſhonour of GOD, and the wronging of your own 
Souls; which will never thrive & flouriſh, but muſt 
needs be lean from day to day, ſo long as ſecret Devo- 
tions are either neglected, or but trifled 59. Clolet- 
Duties (Prayer, Reading the Scriptures, Meditation, 
c.) attended as they ought to be, are ſome of the 


| moſt excellent Means of growth in Grace. And they 
PT, that are ſo wiſe for their Souls, as all ſhould be, will 
2 N - Cor, Ze II. { Eph. 4. 30. ; . 
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give themſelves to theſe things in their Seaſon, and ſtudy BW 
to redeem as much Time as they can for them. And 
judge ye, whether the Time you ſpend at the Tavern, 
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and in particular the Evening, which is one of the 
peculiar Seaſons of Devotion, wou'd not be ſpent to 
much better put poſe, and turn to far better Account in WW 
the Day ef Reckoning, if devoted (in part, at leaſt ) 

a 


to ſacred Retirements! Or, if it were employ'd in re- 
ligious Aſſociations, inff@(geforming Societies, and the 
like; wou'd not this be abundantly more for your Sa- 
tisfaction both at preſent and hereafter? Nay, if you 
employ'd the Time (part of it) in reading of Hiſtory, | 
or ſtudying any pleaſant & uſeful Science, to cultivate : | 
your Knowlege, and furniſh you to do greater Services ; 1 
for your Generation: or in friendly Vifies among ſober MM! 
and good Neighbours, under a wiſe & chriſtian Ma- 1 
nagement, and ſeaſonably concluded ; wou'd not this be 
much more for your preſent Edification, and future . 
Peace & Comfort! i ef 
Men & Brethren, We wou'd not be miſunderſtood, as 

if we meant to infinuate, that a due Purſuit of Religion 
is inconfiſtent with all manner of Diverſion: No, We 
ſuppole there are Diverſions undoubtedly innocent, 
Yea profitable & of uſe, to fit us for Service, by en- 
livening & fortifying our frail Nature, invigorating 
the Animal Spirits, and brightning the Mind, when 

tired with a cloſe Application to Buſineſs. — But 
then conſider, the moſt harmleſs Recreations may be- 
come very culpable, and hurtful, for want of obſerving 
proper Rules, with regard to the Time, Place, Company, 
Manner, &c. Theſe are weighty Circumftances, & call 
for a more careful Obſervation, than is commonly found 
among Men, in the ordering of their Diverſions. 
Multi:udes take ſuch law leſs Liberties in this caſe, as 
if they were left to the uncertain Conduct of mere 
Humour & Fancy. But alas! Sirs, GOD expects that 
in every thing you ſhew your ſelves Men, and act under 
the Government of Reaſon & Virtue ; and accordingly 
that you make Choice of ſuch Diverſions as are moſt 
convenient; that you be always ſparing of them; that 
you time them well; regulate them prudently, make 


them 
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chem give place to Buſineſs, make them ſubſerve Re- 
nd ligion, and ſo minifter to the great Ends of human Life, 
rn the Glory of GOD, and the Good of Men. Happy the 
the! Man that has this wiſe Art of ſanctify ing his Recrea- 
to tions, and doing thele common Actions after a god 
inf ort! But alas | We fear this is a very rare Attain- 
t) ment. Few have the Skill to avoid, or Strength to re- 

Eff the Temptations that mingle themſelves with their 
WE Diverfions. They drink down Poiſon in their pleaſant 
Ja- Cups, and Perceive it not. They take Fire into their 
ou Boſoms, and hug it there, uptil at the laſt they mourn, 


, hen their Fleſh is conſumed, and their Souls deſtroy'd! 
4 ma Pleaſures have prov'd ſome of the moſt fatal Im- 
ces pediments to Religion; have carry'd many down head- 
ber long to Hell, and exceedingly retarded others in their 
la- Progreſs to Heaven. In particular, the Diverſions of 


be the Tavern have been very miſchievous. Multitudes 


116 by had begun in the Spirit, & made a fair ſhew, have 


4 loſt their Religion there, & ended in the Fleſh. Have 
as vou not ſeen in your day, amazing Inſtances hereof ? And 
on ha ve you not known others, that perhaps have not totally 


1 


90 1 1 fallen away, who yet from their firſt liſting into a Club, 
t, 5 ha ve viſibly declined in their Zeal & Watchfulnels, and 
a- become leſs diſpoſed for ſuch religious Exerciſes and 
8 Societies as once they bore a figure in | -—— We beſeech 
an Jou, make a ſtand, and ſuffer Conſcience to enter into 
at theſe Inquiries, & give a faithful Report. Let 
e- every Man prove his own Work; and be not deceived. 
8 Fear, left any of you ſhou'd ſeem to come ſhort. Fly 
„ the Places of Temptation, where ſo many have, ere 
11 they were aware, been betray'd into Sin & Ruin; con- 
d fidering thy ſelf, left thou alſo be not only tempted and 
os. entang led, but even overcome, and the latter End be worſe 
is | with thee than the Beginning 

. = | 

8 Sixthly, Ie net Family-Order & Religion much ob- 


W firuded & hurt, by thele Eveniog- Interviews at Pub- 
lick Houſes ? 


| 

4 What good Order is there like to be in that Fami- 
t | Iv. where the Maſter or Father is uſually all the Even- 
e Ning abroad at the Tavern, and ſometimes tarties late? 
= C 2 OE 000 
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Are not the Children and Servants likely to wander 
1 from home too, and will not they be tempted to tarry 
1 out late, at leaſt ſometimes, if the Heads of the Family 
doit? And if one Head does it, will not the other be 
apt to do it alſo? But what Confuſion muſt there 


* * 
— — 
2 a 
. Ss > 
NE... 


by nee is be in ſuch a Houſe ! And how muſt Diſorders 

| {3 grow in a Town, where there are many ſuch Houſes, as 58 

| ii twere left deſolate! How much more, if it were the 
| * univertal Practice, and almoſt every Family were uſu- 
. ally at Evening in ſuch a Caſe | The Heads abroad. 

i And the Young People abroad! Some here, others 


there; and all upon their Diverſions ! What a me- 
Jancholy Gloom wou'd this caſt upon the Town! How i 
doleful the Appearance | Can you bear the Tho't of it! 
But now why may not all run into the Practice, if it be 
Juſtifiable in to many & ſuch Perſons as do allow them- | 


_ —— — "ane rg I 


ſelves in it? And who knows how extenſive the In- 4 I 
fection of your il] Example may be? (of which we 


| W Mall [peak more paiticularly under the next Article.) 
"| _ Burely then a Regard to the Welfare & Reputation of 
| 4 the Town, a Reverence for Order, as well as a ſerious 


View to the Benefit of your Children & Servants ſhou'd | 
conſtrain you to leave off the evil Cuſtom. And in- 
deed a juſt Reſpect for your Conſorts, ſhould influence 
you to ſpend your Evenings at home as much as nece(- 
{ary Buſineſs will allow. May we not in this caſe ap- 
ply that Admonition of the Apoſtle Peter? * Ve. 

Husbands, dwell with your Wives, according to Know- 


| 2 8 A 1 5 
lege, giving Honour unto the Wife as unto the wea-| 


| Ker Veſſel, and as being Heirs together of the Glace 
of Life, that your Prayers be not bindred. : > 
The Apoſtle Pax! exhorts Parents & Maſters, to love 
their Wives & Children, and give unto their Servants} 
th:t which isquſt & equal; and (therefore) to con- 
tune in Prayer, and watch in the ſame with Thanks- 
giving; withal Praying t, praying together, or Joyntly, 10 
as the word in the Original might be rendred. It is 2 
Precept for F-vnr Prayer in the Family. And they are 
Pra; ers in the Family, Prayers of the Husband with his 
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Wife and Houſehold, that the Apoſtle Peter was de- 
ſirous ſhould not be Dbinder'd; and therefore exhorts 


Men to dwell with their Wives according to Knows 


lege, giving Honour to them. 


But do got you, our Friends, fail of a due Reſpect to 
pour Conſorts, while you ſo conftantly prefer the En- 


tertainments of Tavern-Converſation, before the Plea- 
We ſure of their Company? 
aa unhappy Method to hinder your Family- Prayers by 
this Cuſtom ? If it don't breed Contention, yet it ſhou'd 
== ſeem, it muſt needs too often infer Diſo1der, aud hurt 


And then do you not take 


W the Devotions of the Houſehold ; eſpecially if you tat- 
iy out late in the Evening, as we fear the manner of 
ſome is. Do you not hereby loſe one ſpecial Opportu- 


„ nity for the Inſtruction of your Houſeholds? And do 


you not take a Courſe to disfit your ſelves too much 


; for the Duties of GOD's Worſhip? When the Even- 


ning hath been conſum'd in Vanity, and the heſt Seaſon 


in it for Family-Worſhip paſſed away, are not the Du- 
ties of it like to be (in part, at leaſt) joſtled out or 
XX Hurry 'd over in aſlighty drowſy manner; be but lean 


1 Sacrifices, & of little Account with the Holy GOD, who 
has ſaid, I will be ſandt ſied in them that came migh me. 
When the the Strength & Spirits of the Mind have 


= © been laid out on the World, in the Day, and waſted 
Lon trifling Diverſions in the Evening, what remains 
but Indifference & Lukewarmneſs, for Objects of a 
X © religious Concem! As you may obſerve, thoſe Trees 


3 * that run out into abundance of groſſer Shoots, ſeldom 


1 „ bear much valuable Fruit, becauſe all the beſt Juices 


go to maintain thoſe uſeleſs Luxvriances. 
To conclude this Head, We pray you ſerioufly to re- 
flect on what you read of David, that Man of GOD, 


| and of the People of I/yael: — After the Labours of the 
Day, in removing the Ark *, All the People departed 


; 8 *rery one to bis Houſe: Then David returned to Bleſs 
= 7s Houſehold, And wou'd it not be well for you, O 
our Friends, if you wou'd go & do likewiſe? Inftead 


| 5 of going from the Warehouſe, the Shop (or Field) 


X n — v— — — 
2 Sam. 6. 19, 20. 


to 
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to the Tavern; from Buſineſs, to infnaring Di verſions; 
bad you not better return (with David ) to bleſs your 
Houſeholds ;, even to bleſs them with your Prayers, aud 
Counſils, and good Converſation in CHRIST ! It is 
written , The Commandments of the Lord, Thou ſhalt 
teach them diligently unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk 
of them, when thou fitteft in thy Houſe ; when thou lieſt 
down, & when thou rifeft up. Hear therefore, O I/rael, 
& obſerve to do it. O that there were ſuch an Heart in 
every Houſeholder, that there might in it's Seaſon be 
more of a Sitting in the Houſe ;, that they wou'd keep 
their Foot, & look better to the ways of their Houſehold; 


that it might be well with them, and with their Chil- 
dien for ever! | 


Serenthly, Mayn't the Example you fet, be of i71 In- 
fluence, & hurtful to Others ? 

Example is a very attractive thing; eſpecially bad 
Example: This is a Root of Bitterneſs, which wherever 
it ſprings up, is generally fruitful of pernicious Effects, 
and thereby many are defiled; many deftroy'd. Ir 
is like Leven, which works ſecretly, inſinuates it ſelf 
inſeofibly. and ſpreads very ſwiftly. It's like the noi- 
ſome Peff:lence, which ſilently aflaults Men, and yet 
with a mighty Power, & mortally wounds, almoſt be- 

fore we ſuſpect any Danger. Eſpecially bad Examples 
ſet by Perſons of Norte & in fuperior Rank, or making a 
peculiar Profe on of Religion, or pretending to be Men 
of higher Xnowlege, &c. do carry with them an extra- 
ordinary Contagion. By ill Examples, whole Commu- 
nities have ſometimes been endanger'd, & Cities bro't 
into a Snare. By this means often one Offender deſtroys 
muchGood. And theExample of Profeſſors & Superiours, 

bl particularly in this matter of needleſs frequenting the 

Tavern, and ſpending the Evening there, we fear will 

be & has been of miſchievous Conſequence: 
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| | Has it not a Tendency to Barden the Wicked, who are 

Wi. apt to juſtify themſelves by the Example of others, 

1 eſpecially of their Beiters, againſt the known Laws 
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of Virtue & Wiſdom ! Do you not ja a ſort herd your 
ſelves with the debaucht Crew, while you ſo conftaat- 


ly goto the Place of their Keſorr? Do you not too 


much conform to this World, aad inaſenſe fit with vain 
Perſons, by fiequenting the ſame Houſes that they haunt; 


by fitting lo often on the Drunkards Bench and in the 


Seat of the Scorner? And tho' you run not with them 
tothe ſame Exceſs of Riot; yet is there notexceeding 
hazard, that your ſo far Symbolizing with them, will 
embolden them in their Wickedueſs? And are you not 
like to become ( in another & worſe ſenſe, than that in 
which it was ſaid of David ) the Song of Drunkards, 
their Joy & Laughter, tho' the Grief of your ſober 
thinking Friends! Moreover, Is there not Danger of 
Others being ſeduced by your Example, into the paths 
of the Deſtroyer ; particularly Young Perſons, Children, 
Apprentices & Servants ? Will not ſuch be apt to ( nay 
do they not already ) follow you to the Tavera? And 
if you tarry late, will not they too? And if you have 
your free Converſation, will not they have their fool- 
;/p Teſting, & corrupt Communication? And if you 
take your Glaſs freely, tho' perhaps never to ſcanda- 
lous Beſotment; will not they be in danger of drinking 
to a vile Exceſs? And ſtill call it but good Fellowſhip, 
and colour all over with your Example, imagining 
they have your Patronage “ O how ſhocking the 
Tho't! Dwell upon it, we pray you, till you feel the 
force of it; & let it be an abiding powerful Reſtraint 
upon you, | 

Suppoſe you are either ſtrong to drink Wine; or 
are really abſtemious,do always keep within the bounds 
of Temperance, and are able to ſtand ia the Hour of 
Temptation : _ yet by your Example you may draw 
others into a Snare, who perhaps thiak they may with 
Security follow you; but alas! the Temptation proves 
too hard for 'em, & often miſerably foils them. — Again, 
Suppoſe Tou have your Converſation chiefly with ſober 
Friends, & by that means ate not ſo much in danger; yet 
others that are ſeduced by your Example, may fall into bad 
Company; of which there's generally no greatScarcity any 
where, but in places of Diverſion almoſt al ways a Plenty. 


And 
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And ſome have, it may be, the ft time they went 
to a Taver:, met theie the Inſtruments of-their Ruin. 
Ina woid, Admit your Tavern-meetiogs to he in them- 
ſelves Jawful & innocent ; yet if they become an acca- 
fion of Sin uno others, & you thereby caſt a ſtumbling 
Block before the Weak, you muſt certainly allow, you 
ought to forbear. In matters of ſtrict and abſoluteDuty 
indeed, we Know of no Obligation upon Men to forbear, 
left others ſhould rake Offence, and make an ill Im- 
provement of our Example. Yet in Caſes of Indiffe- 
ence, in matters of Liberty, the Rule will hold. Take © 
ber then leſt by any meant this Liberty of yours become 
a Fumbling Block to others. For if any ſee Thee which 
haſt Knowledge, cuſtomarily fitting at meat or taking 
your Glaſs ja the Tavern; ſhall not the Conſcience of | 
him that is weak, be embolden'd to take the likeLiberty, 
and being too weak to encounter the Temptation, fall 
into Sin? But when ye fin ſo againf the Brethren, & 
wound their weak Conſcience, ye fin againſt CH&IST. 
Wherefore ( ſaith the Apoſtle *, Whole words, you are 
ſenſible, we apply in this Caſe) If Meat make my Bro- 
ther to off-nd, I will eat no Fleſh while the world Hand- 
eth, left I make my Brother to offend. I know ( ſays he) 
and am perſwaded by the Lord Jeſus, that there is no- 
thing Unclean of it felf :—Yet it is forbidden Fruit, and 
evil ro that Man who eateth with Offence. It is good 
neither to eat Fleſh, nor to drink Wine, nor ſo much as 
fit in a Tavern, if thereby thy Brother ſtumbleth, or is 
offended, or is made weak. In this Abuſe of our Li- 
berty we ſhall. fin againſt the Loid CHRIST, their 
Lord & ours: hereby we ſhall gratify & ſerve the De- 
vil, and expoſe our ſel ves to the Diſpleaſure of Hea- 
ven. Hereby we ſball become Partakers of other Men's 
Sins; which ( unleſs Repentance prevent) will be ſo 
many dieadful Items to inflame our future Reckoning, 
and cairy up our laſt Account to an amazing height. 
WOE to that Mau by whom Offences come! O let us 
dread a ſhare in that Woe f. Wherefore if thy Right 
Hand caule thee to offend, Cut it off, and caſt it from 
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nt thee; ain from the Appearance of Evil“; that 
u. ye May meleſs & harmleſs, the Sons of GOD, un- 
n- ea the midſt of a crooked & perverſe Ge- 


a- cmhining as Lights in the World 9, that o- 
poor good Works, & bebolding your chaſte 


du ion coupled with Fear, may glorify your Fa- 
ty ich is in Heaven , may be aſhamed of their 
ar, eee Deeds, and by your Example be put upon 
N- ration, & provoked to a viituous, Wile, and cit- 
fe- ect Behaviour. | 
ke 4 < Y 
me Wobthly, Should it not be a moving Conſideration 
oeh n h you, That this cuſtomary going to the Tavern 
ng Ws matter of Grief to your Miniſters, who watch for 
of your Souls, and to many ferious Chriſtian Nezghbours 
V, about you? | 
all They ate not a few preciſe & humorous Perſons, that 
& diſapprove of this Cuſtom ; but many of the more ſober 
T. and watchful & wiſe Chriſtians among us, behold yon 
LIC and are grieved. Now as Charity requires that We 
10 - mourn the Sins of others; ſo it requires that we bear one 
nd- another's burdens || Hence then, if any of your Chriſtian 
1e) Neighbours (& eſpecially if many of them ) are bur- 
no- den'd with Grief & Shame, for your ( ſuppoſed ) Sin, 
and in needleſs fitting at a Tavern —, Verily Chriſtian 
50d Charity obliges you to forbear the taking ſuch aLiberty. 
| as Allow that really, and abſtract ing from Circumſtasces, 
r 1s it is not aSin in you: yet there is not in every Man that 
Li- | Knowlege. And the Apoſtle has expreſly determin'd, 
neir If thy Brother be grieved with thy Liberty, now walkeſt 
De- thou not charitably *. _ 
lea- One very juſtly obſerves, © It is to be confider'd that 
en's in judging of the Lawfulneſs of a Diverſion, I ought 
2 ſo „ not to be concluded by my fingle Opinion, contrary 
ing, „ to the ſenſe of other pious. & good People. Tho' 
ght. | © my Judgment is not to be determin'd by theirs, but 
t us | © by the Evidence of the Thing; yet I humbly. con- 
ight | © ceive ( ſays our Author) it is but fit their Judgment 
om 3 —— — — — —— RS — — Ry 
9 * 1 Theſ. 5. 22. f Phil. 2. 15. + Matth. 5. 15. 
7,8. Gal. 6. 2, * Rom. 14. 15. : 
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« ſhou'd have ſome Influence on my prag Charity 


% obliges me to fhow lo much Regard e Peace 


«of a Fellow-Chriſtian, as not to grieve n doing 
«an Action he thinks dipleaſing to GOD gien 
« might be as well omitted. — And the goes 
c on) I wou'd propoſe it to your further THY he 
« ther it be not a Duty to ſtand more upon Ke 
& putation, than to part with any portion o Tor 
© the ſake of a Diverſion ; and whether we gage 
& not to value more the Efteem of good Chralliansl 


„ than to forfeit it rather than forego the Uſe M 


lawful Liberty in a matter of Recreation only.—* Wath 
« all this remember Paul's Exhortation, Phil. 4% 
« where among other marks & characters of tho 
« things that he recommends to our practice, this is 
one, That they be of good Report =. Tho' I defer 
« not ſo much to Opinion & Cu tom, as to think they 
« can alter the intrinſic Nature of Actions; ſo that 
% Veriue ſhall become Vice, or Vice Vertue : yet 
« I can't forbear being of the mind, That an Action 
6 in it ſelf indifferent, may become by Accident ſinful, 
« when ſtamp'd with an ill Name by general Suffrage 
© or by a number of Conſcientious Chriſtians. 

We pray you now apply this to the Caſe we are upon. 
And we beſeech you, for others ſake ( if you can't be 
perſuaded for your own ) immediately to deſiſt from 
the culpable Practice, which is an occaſion of ſo much 
Grief” unto many of your ſerious Friends & Neighbors, 
GOD is our Record, how greatly we' long after you 
all in the Bowels of CHRIST, and that we have 
heavineſs in our Hearts on your Account, If there- 
fore there be any Bowels & Mercies in you, Fulfil ye 
our Joy, and relieve usfrom our Burden, by a ſpeedy 
Reformation. Thus by the love you bear to us, we per- 
ſuade you. 

But to proceed, | 
In the next place, The Practice we are reproving, 
isn't it what your pious Fore-fathers were very much 
Strangers to? Your ſelves know how ye ought to be 
Followers of them, who thro' Faith & Patience inherit 
the Promiſes ; to follow them in the Things that are 
| pur 
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pure ee But now Judge within your ſelves : 
Do zeug ink, in this unhappy Practice, you've 
widely ted from the Example of New-Eng-: 
land's Prima ve Times? Do you not ſhew aSpirit 
very different from that which poſſeſs'd the firſt Gene- 
tions &FCOID's People in this Land? Did They 
(ibi zou) ſo frequent Drinking-Houſes, and cufto- 
mai ifle away their Evenings there, as many now 
a-dayesgo ? Alas! Are we thus quickly turning out of 
the gand Way, which our Fathers walked in! Do we 


een riſe, & corrupt our Doings! Some of you 
ive into this Cuſtom, have perhaps had 


ently pious Anceſtors, in whoſe Lives no ſuch Va- 
ty was to be ſeen, And may you not well Zluſh to 
think how their Example reproaches you, and what a 


Wdifferent Figure (in this regard,) you make from them! 


Return, we beleech you, and ſee & ask for the Old 
Paths, the good way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall 
{ind reſt for your Souls. | 
Indeed, ( to go on, ) We can't but ſuppoſe that 
your own Minds have ſecretly twitch'd & upbraided 
you at times before now, for your miſconduct in this 
matter. We appeal to you; Has not Conſcience, ia 
ſome moments of ſerious Reflection, and particularly 
when you have ſometimes heard this Cuſtom borne 
Teſtimony againft, by your faithful Reprovers, begun 
to ſmite you | And have you not under ſuch Convicti. 
ons entertain'd ſome thought of leaving off the evil 


Practice; yea & perhaps forborne for a Seaſon? Yet 


have you not return'd to the old Wont ? But why have 
ye done this? Were thoſe inward Rebukes ( think 
ye) from above, Fruits of the Holy Spirit, or not? Sure- 
ly you can't imagine them'to be from beneath, Prod uct i- 
ons of an Evil Spirit. The Devil is unqueſtionably more 
a Friend to the ſinful Cuſtom (in which ſo many are 
like to be enfnar'd ) than to be the Author of thoſe good 
Diſpoſitions —— And if they were (as they muſt needs 
be) Motions of the Holy Spirit; then conſider, 
You muſt give an Account to GOD, of the Slights 
and Aﬀronts you have put upon Him, by guenching: 
His Spirit, and reſiſting the Checks & Warnings of Con- 
. D 2 5 lcience. 
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20 Seaſonable Advice 


ſcience. ' Oh! Why will you thus truggl With your 


faithful Monitor, withſtand your bleſſed Sumner, and 
giieve the Comforter, whereby you are f ie the 
Jay of Redemption! Beloved, if there be en 
ſhip of the Spirit, we beſeech you hearken to e, 
even to Day, while it is called to day; fall in his 
holy Suggeſtions ; ſuffer not your ſelves ro co in 
that which your own ſolid Thoughts do & ca bet 
diſallow, leſt haply ye be found even to fight again. 
We iatreat you, do not ſhut your Eyes agaiſſß 
Light. Don't reſiſt Conviction, nor ſhift it off B 
It has been well obſerv'd, Thewas 
© no Sin ſo heinous, ſo odious, but a reſolved Cuſtom 
e jn it Will do much towards the reconciling of the JudgY 
«© ment to it; ſo as that either it is tho't no Sin at all, 
% or but a little one. And thus if it be not juſtified, 
«yet it is palliated & ecusd; and Conſcience, - Which 
* ſhou'd be of Council for the Government to detect 
„and proſecute the Sin, is retain'd on the other ide, | 
„% and becomes an Advocate for the Sin“. We in- 
treat you Don't ſet your ſelves to ſtudy Excuſes, as the 
manner of [ome is. For verily all the Fig-leaves you can 
few together, will not make a Covering broad or thick 
enough to hide theShame. —Some of you may perhaps 
urge the Power of Cuſtom ; that it's what you have 
long us'd your ſelves to, & can't tell how to leave it 
off — But alas ' That only argues you the more guilty, 
and that you've the more need to haſten your Repentance, 
and reſolutely ſtrive to break off the evil Habit. Re- 
member this, & ſhew your ſelves Men. | 
Some it may be will urge Example & Faſhion 3 that 
it's the Cuſtom of the Place, and they wou'd not af- 
fect Singularity —To which we reply, Tho' it be in- 
deed growing too much the Mode, yet Thanks be to 
GO D, there afe many ſober & watchful Chriſtians 
among us {till that eſchew the Evil; a number ſvtti- 
eient to reſcue you fram the dreaded Imputation of 
Singularity, But ſuppoſe the Caſe were otherwiſe 
the Commonneſs of the Practice, if it be a Sin, wil 
ot exculz you init. *Tis too great a Complement t 
Any Failion, to follow it at the expence of a. goo 
Conlciead 
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Conſcience the Credit of your Profeſſion. Better be 
'Tis the Word of GOD that is our 


And zhamtexpreily lays, T Thou halt not follow a mul- 
4 evil —. | 

Za, Some it may be will plead, They are led away 
by emfcing Company — But alas! This will never 
vou. Are you not ſolemnly caution'd & charg'd 
Word of GOD ft, Make no friendſhip with a vicious 
leſt thou learn his ways, & get a Snare to thy 
— ½ Son, if Sinners entice thee, conſent thou 
For ſake the Fooliſh & live. Withdraw your 


Moves from every Brother, that walketh diſorderly. Nate 
Frbat Man, and have no Company with him, that he may 
” be aſhamed. —Theſe are the Warnings of GOD. And if 


thou obeyeft them, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy ſelf ; but 
if thou ſcorneft, -zhow alone ſhalt bear it. The Sins you 
are drawn into by others, are your own. Tho' Sinners 
entice, they cannot compel you; but if overcome when 
tempted, you are really drawn aſide of your own 
Luſts|| ; and every man ſhall finally bear his own Bur- 
den *, Tis a vain Plea then, & cartys in it not the 
leaſt Colour of an Excuſe, to ſay, That you are drawn 
in by Company.——W hat tho' they may be your kind 
Benefators? Their Gifts ſhou'd not blind your Eyes, 
and allure you to have fellowſhip with them in any un- 
fruirful Works of Darkneſs: '. What tho' they are your 
generous Employers, & your Dependence may be very 
much upon. them for Bufineſs & a Livelihood, and 
they'l be diſpleas'd if you don't humour em in ſuch 
matters; yet be not ye Partakers with them F. For the 
Eyes of the LO R D are over the Righteous ; — and 
who i he that will harm you, if ye be Followers of that 
which is Good? | But and if ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs 
fake, happy are ye; & be not afraid of their Terror, 
neither be troubled I What tho' they think it #range 
that you run not with them ——, ſpeaking Evil of 
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Jou, and frowning upon you, and perhaps i you * 
ſome Diskindneſs: Vet if any Man ſuffer na Chti- 


tian * let him not be aſhamed nor afraid. We Fear 
of Man is too often in this Caſe undoubredTyag well 
as in others, a Snare, eſpecially to young Beginners an 
the World. But my Son, fear thou GOD : for ugwnat 
feareth GOD, ſhall come forth of them all. e 
bought with a Price: Ze ye not the Servants of Mat 

In a word, Some it may be will plead Neceſi y5anr 
at leaſt great Convenzency in the Caſe, with regard 
the Ends of their Calling & Buſineſs :---Upon which 


| ſhall obſerve to you, That there are Others among WU 
Merchants, Shop- keepers, Tradesmen, & c that have 
perhaps as much Buſineſs & as good Succeſs as you; 


who yet don't attend your Evening-Converſations at 
the Tavern, and do but ſeldom, if ever, tranſact any 
Buſineſs there. Now theſe are Witneſſes againft you, 


and muſt ſtop your Mouths, as to the Plea of Neceſſity, 


or any great Expediency in the matter.— Indeed all 
will allow Publick Houſes to be neceſſary or at leaft 
convenient, for Travellers & Strangers. But we think 


the Caſe is vaſtly different, as to Town- Inhabitants, 


who are at home,and have Houſes of their own, which 
are ſufficient in ordinary Caſes =, However, we will 
1eadily allow, that Town-Dwellers may ſometimes find 
a Conveniency in having a publick Houſe at hand to ſtep 
into upon Occaſion. Nevertheleſs, it do's not follow, 
that you may go thither, when Neceſlity do'sn't com- 
pel, nor any great & manifeſt Accommodation or Ad- 
vantage invite you, For that may be innocent & lawful, 


when done occaſionally & tranſiently, upon ſome par- 


ticular & extraordinary Emergence ; which becomes cri- 


minal & ſcandalous, when it grows to a Cuſtom, and 


is done unneceſſarily But then we fear concern- 
ing many, It is not Buſineſs, that carries em to the 
Tavern, eſpecially in the Evenings which they ſo often 


ſpend there; but they go for the ſake of free Conver- 


ſation & Paſtime, as they call it; if got driven by more 
ſordid Appetites. Alas! How egregiouſly are public 
5 5 —— 


* 1 Pet. 4. 16. "ur Cor. 7. 23 
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Houſean erally perverted from the true Deſign of 
then Tor, as we fear, Taverns are multiply'd among us, 
bee bounds of real Neceſſity, and even to 2 
not a Scandal; ſo likewiſe that too many of 
prove Nurſeries of Vice, being proftituted by Mul- 
s to an ill uſe, even the ſerving of divers Lufts 


pPleaſures, which war againft the Soul, or at beſt 


the wafting away of many precious Hours in unprofi- 
table Amuſements ! | 
However, Let what Good or Advantage you will, be 
etended, by theſe Evening-Interviews at Publick 
Houſes, we apprehend if matters be duely weighed, 


that the Evils & Inconveniencies & Temptations that 
attend them, will vaſtly preponderate & more than. 


countervail. And let us tell you, If you will 
immediately Reform, we are perſuaded This will be 
no Grief nor Offence of Heart unto you, as Abigail in 
another caſe ſaid to David. And O that we may have 
the ſame Succeſs that ſhe had in her Reproof! We 
hope that ſome of you at leaft, will give an affect io- 
nate & thankful Reception to us, as David to his Re- 
prover, ſaying, * Bleſſed be the Lord GOD of Isel, 
which ſent thee this Day to meet me : and bleſſed be 
thy Advice, & bleſſed be thou which haſt kept me 
back from ſinning! 


But, to conclude, Whatever your Apprehenſions ate 
now, or have been, we are perſuaded that a Dying Hour 
will bring with it very melancholy Reflections upon 
your Conduct in this matter, if you don't ſeaſonably 
recover your ſelves. 

0 for the Tho'ts of dying Men, in this important 
aſe | 

Realiſe it, Sirs, that you are haftning to the Grave, 
and ftand upon the amazing Brink of ETERNITY. 
Conſider the Uncertainty of Life; and think ſeriouſly 
With your ſelves, What if Death ſhou'd lay it's awful 
Arreſts upon you the neæt Time you are at a Tavern- 
Interview! Is the Tavern a Place you wou'd be wil- 
ling to meet Death in? How dare you run the Riſque, 
that That ſhall be the laſt place you'l be at, before 
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t he dreadful Summons be ſerv'd upon you to ſet Jour | 


Houſe in order & DIE! What ist use 
of your evil Cuſtom ? Is it not that, g 
thine Eaſe ;, eat, drink, & be merry | Bu Man, 
what if one Evening or other GOD ſhould e, 


. This Night ball thy Soul be required of thee | OR! 
How wou'd your Thoughts ( 


like Bel/hazzar's hen 
he ſaw the hand-writing on the Wall) zeug 
and your Knees ſmite one againſt another! 


We beſeech you think what are like to be you Re- 
flections upon miſpent Time, and particularly on yer 


Tavern-Hours, when you are got into the near View 
of a future State, & have the King of Terrors ſtaring 
vou in the face; when your Lives are hovering over 
the Mouth of the Pit, & your Souls are juſt upon 
taking wing to make their appearance before the dread 
Tribunal of a Righteous GOD; whoſe all-ſeeing Eye 
is now continually upon you; compaſſing your Path 
and your Lying down | —, and who will bring 


every Work into Fudgment, with every ſecret thing, 


whether good or evil | When Death & Judgment 
are come near, and ſeem to have taken hold of you; 


Do you think you ſhall retain the Reliſh of your Ta- | 


vern-Converſation, or have a pleaſing Memory of the 
Time devour'd by it? Verily we believe this evil 
Cuſtom will then appear to your enlightned eyes in 
it's true & baſe Colours, and in dreadful Shapes : and 
the Remembrance of it will be as a piercing Arrow 
to your guilty Breaſts. EO 

You may perhaps baffle Conſcience for the preſent 
with one Excr/e and another; (and it may be ſome 
will paſs off this our Addreſs with a vain Laugh, and 
treat it with Neglect or vent their angry Reſentments:) 
but when you come to lie upon a Death-bed, if Con- 
c:ence be awake, we are perſuaded this will read loud 
Leſſons of Reproof & Terror to you, ſilence all the 
frivolous Pleas you now indulge to, and make you 
wiſh you had inclined your Ear to the voice of your 
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eas, t. Then the Sin you now make light of, will x 
e fit heavy Upon your Tho'ts, and be a grievous Burden 
ie = to your, Tho? now ir be ſweet to your Mouths, and 
© 501d undet your Tongues as a pleaſant Morſel, yer 
gd will de Bitterneſs in the latter end, even as the Gall 
of Alps, yea more bitter than Death. And when your 
mJ Hearts are pricked. within you, will not the Plal miſt's 
aioon 4 be yours, So fooliſh was J, & igno- 
a zan; yea even as a Beaſt before God! Wil you not be 
eto confeſs with Sau! | — I bave played the Foot 
and erred exceedingly! —=——_ Have you not heard of 
ur e that have gone out of the World in the midſt 
of thoſe bitter Exclamations, Ale houſes are Hell- Bouſes ! 
nge Ale-houſes are Hell-houſes | And of others that have 
ver made that doleful Outecry, — Call back Time, 05 
on Call back Time: but alas found it too late to redeem 
ad | the precious Hours they had ſo profuſely thrown 
Je away! | 
th O think, we beſeech you, think what will be the 
ing Fruit of this Courſe you are in. Verily the Beſt Iſſue 
"gz | you can expect is that you will ſooner or later Ae pent 
ent Jof it. And will you act fo fooliſh a part as wilfully 
u; to make your ſelves work for Repentance | Do but 
Ta- Þ confider the Nature of Repentance ; what Anxiety, and 
the | Shame, and Grief, and Fear it implies : and it ſhould 
2Vil ſeem you can't be willing to purchaſe a little Pleaſure 
ian fat ſo dear a late. Knowing the Terror of rhe Lord, 
and | we perſwade you O be wiſe in time: Seeing 
(OW the Error of your way, inſtantly reſolve upon Refor- 
mation. 
ſent J. Now take up thoſe wife and good Purpoſes, 
ome which you can't but think you'l be ready to make 
and Jon a Sick. Bed. Be peremptory and ſolemn in your Re- 
ts :) Fſolutions: and immediately put them in practice. Be 
Con- Iſtedfaſt & immovable. Watch & Pray, that ye enter 
loud Inot into Temptation. Carefully guard againft every 
the thing that will tend to inſnare you: and in particular, 
you take heed that a falſe Modeſty, an ealy Humour, 
your ſand Complaitance to Company don't betray you, 


14] | Prove 5, 13. + Pſal. 73, 22. || 1 Sam, 26.21 
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6 '  Seaſonable Advice, &c- 


Fortify your ſelves againſt all Inticements, by cam 
ing proper ſerious Tho'ts about with you continu 
ally; by frequently renewing your ſolema Vows, and 
daily committing your ſelves to the Keeping of Di 


vine Grace. 


2 


1 Thus we have ſhew'd our Opinion, and given yo 
—_ our faithful Advice. We now commend you to GOL 
"ne | who has all Hearts in his Hand; and beſeech Him 
S | crown this our Endeavour with the defired Sue 
ceſs, by his effe&ual Bleſſing. OS 
However, we humbly truft it will zurn to us ford 


] Teſtimony. AMEN ! 
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APPENDIX 


[THERE has fallen into our hands a 


private Letter of the late a 
Dr. Increaſe Mather's, upon the Sub- 


je& of the foregoing Pages, written 


to one of his Neighbours A Copy of 
which we think fit to annex; and by it, 
He being dead, yet ſpeaketh, 


»Tis as follows : 


Brother —— 
LTH O' I am fuller of Buſineſs than T 


have been (to my knowledge) ever ſiuce 
my coming to Boſton, yet out of reſpect 
to my Word, and my Love to You, I fend 
you the following ſhort Anſwer, to the 
Queſtion, upon which you defired my 
Apprehenſions. 


OVESTION, 


WHETHER it be Lawful for a Church. Member 
among is, to be frequently in ee ? 


ANSWER, 


In the following PROPOSITIONS, 
E z | I. It 


27. 


— — y 4 — 
— * — —ä — — * 


— — 

—— =. 
—— 
— 


SC RS 


8 >» << — 
3 a ARISES. = 
—— * —————7—— 3 724 * , ( 
- _ = 9 — — — — - — - - 


Ap = 
1 


RATA... ". 


*t 


* 1 
* r, 
r - „ 
— — 


— X — ———˖*—ĩ˖* —_ - — a * 
- — 
— 
— 1 
_ 


a 2 * * 


— 
__ 


F WE "OTOL. oooh 


=x* — — — . — 1 


r — 8 — 


* 


—— 


_ —— 


A — —— TS 
3 _ 


CLE 262 Hd —— 

* 

— — — 
"x 


0 * 8 1 = _ l Z = 
— — - — — v7 * — 4 — —— — 
— 1 


* 6 


28 APPENDIY. 


I. It is not Lawful for a Church-Member to be 
in Taverns oftner than Neceſſity calleth for it. 


And this is evident, 


1. Becauſe we are to Abſtain from all Appearance 
of Evil, x Theſ. V. 22. Jude 23. Now, This has an 


Appearance of Evil. It looks ſomething like being 
a Pot-Companion. 


2. Becauſe we muſt avoid all Temptations to Sin. 
Where any Evil is forbidden, it is required that the 
Temptations leading to that Evil, ſhould be ſhunned. 
Therefore the Rule that forbids Drunkenneſs, does alſo 
prohibit being - unneceſſarily where there is much 


Drink a going, that may be a Temptation to Exceſs, 
Gen. XXXIX. 10. Prov. V. 8. 


3. Becauſe we muſt, as much as may be, avoid 
the giving of Occaſion unto others to Sin. Yea, a 
Chriſt ian ſhould abridge himſelf of his lawful Liberty, 
if it prove an Occaſion for others to Sin againſt 
GOD. And therefore the Apoſtle forbids Eating in 
an Idols Temple: Not but that it was in it ſelf Law- 
ful to Eat there, or in any other Place; becauſe no 
Places under the Goſpel are either Holy or Profane, 
as under the Law : but becauſe ſome would by that 
means be occaſioned to commit Idolatry, and be 
hardned in Sia, 1 Cor. VIII. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 


IT. For Church-Members to Chuſe to tranſact their 
Civil; Affairs in the Tavern, when they might as well 


do it at their own Houſes, is an Evil in the Sight 
of GOD. | | 


For, 

r. They occaſion others to Sin againſt G OD. 
The more Carnal ſort of People will fay, Such and 
Juch are often in Taverns, for all they make a Pro- 
Feſion of Religion, and ave Members of Churches. 
Thus the way of Truth is evil ſpoken of. And * | 

. . Goaly 


4 PEN DIX. 29 


x ocdly Perſons may go into the Tavern for lawful 
Ends, to diſpatch their lawful Affairs, yet the Un- 
godly will from thence take Advantage to follow 
Taverns for unlawful Ends, even to Drink and be 
Drunken there Now, a Chriftian ſhould be very 

ce Þ Tender of being ſo much as an Occafion of Diſho- 

an Y nour to GOD, or of wrong to the Souls of any. 

ag 2 Sam. XII. 14. 1 Sam XXII. 22. Rom. XIV. 13. 
Gal. V. 13. 1 Tim. V. 14. 1 Foh. II. 10. 

in. Yea, Chriftians ſhould endeavour to walk ſo as to 

the | cut off all occaſion of Evil-ſpeaking, or Evil-think- 

ed. | ing, or Evil doing, from them that ate ſo Wicked 

Ifo | as to ſeek Occaſion. 2 Cor. XI. 12. 

uch 

eſs. 2. When Men do thus unneceſſarily frequent Ta- 
verns, it may be juſt with GOD, to leave them to 

| fall into Sin. If a Man wr/fully forſake GOD in never 

oid || fo ſmall a matter, he may well fear that GOD will 

„ 2 | forſake him. 2 Chron, XV. 2. Pſal. LXXXI. 11, 12. 

rty, 

inſt TIL. IT is not unlawful for a Church-Member to 

in go into the Tavern, when the Bufineſs of his Civil 

aw- | Calling does neceſſarily Call him thereunto. 

e no 

ane, And this is evident, 

that 1. Becauſe a Tavern is not in it ſelf an unlawful 

be | Place. We read of Inns in the Scripture ; and of 
| Good Men that when called thereunto, have gone 

oy into them. Gen. XLII. 27. Exod. IV. 24. Luk. II. 7. 

eir 

well 2. Becauſe the Duties of a Man's General, and of 

ight his Particular Calling, may ſtand wel! together. A 

| Man's General Calling, as he is a Chrriſtian, does not 
Nullify, but rather Confirm his Particular Calling, 

D D. and makes it ſanctified unto him. *** x Cor, VII. 20. 

and | ——V. 17. 3 

Pro- 


ches, IJ. If a Church-Member be Neceſſitated to be 


in the Tavern, he ought to carry himſelf Circum- 
odν e α there, T] 
le 


\ 


* 2 N 3 
{ | y : I. ee be is in more nk of wing d 4 1 
1114 than at other times; by means of divers empta- | N 
11 tions that are before him. 
| *| h F 2. Becauſe by a Circumſpe& and Holy Carriage, 
1 1 others may be drawn to glorify GOD, and do likewiſe. 
WF! Marth. V. 16. 1 Pet. II. 12.21, 8284 

11 

5 * Thug I have given you a brief Anſwer to your 
1 Enquiry. - The Lord be with you, and Auf 
11 you into all Ways of well-pleaſia before Him! 


Your loving Friend, 


1 
2 


Bo: f Increaſe Mather * 
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